
Subject: 2020 Annual Report

Dear BLPA Member,

As you’re all aware, we cancelled our annual membership meeting, for obvious reasons.
We did hold a Board meeting on the deck at Indian River Golf Club. It was a beautiful July morning. As 
is always the case there was much to discuss. Several committee reports are in the attachment to 
enlighten you, but I’d like to touch on a few things to summarize.

First of all, our financial position has never been stronger. As more people in our watershed learn about 
BLPA and who we are – The Voice of Burt Lake – our membership continues to grow. Folks, it just 
keeps getting better every year. Thank-you!

There are two big ticket concerns this year. One is the Enbridge Line Five legal battle between Enbridge 
and our Michigan Attorney General. BLPA has once again partnered with the Tip of The Mitt Watershed 
Council to make sure that the focus remains on safety – not just through the straits, but throughout our 
watershed as well. Charlie’s report details the current state. Remember, BLPA started this conversation 
eight years ago. We brought pipeline awareness to the forefront and we’re not backing down.

The other hot topic is the 2000 Great Lakes Consent Decree between the State of Michigan and five 
tribes that regulates fishing rights on the Great Lakes. It expires August 8. A court filing could end Great 
Lakes fishing as we know it and put recreational fishing in jeopardy. This regulates fishing on the Great 
Lakes. Why is this important to BLPA?. The 2007 Inland Lakes Consent Decree is modeled after the 
2000 Great Lakes Consent Decree. Although the 2007 Consent decree lives in perpetuity, it can be 
renegotiated at any time so long as the state and tribes agree to do so. You can find out all the details 
here:

 https://mucc.org/court-filing-could-end-great-lakes-fishing-as-we-know-it/

Jim Burke, President

https://mucc.org/court-filing-could-end-great-lakes-fishing-as-we-know-it/


2020 ANNUAL REPORT

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
Mike Cherveny/Chris Kindsvatter

Tuscarora Township Sewers- Phase 2 of the 
sewer project has been put on hold until funding 
from USDA in a form of a grant can be secured.

Road Paving – Wahbee road has been started 
with Chippewa beach road to follow. Downtown 
Streetscape will start after July 16 th. East Burt 
Lake Road will be repaved with five-foot 
shoulders after Labor Day.

Burt Lake Trail – Phase 2 has been completed 
and opened. The new 10 foot wide, paved section 
is from Hogsback on the West Burt Lake Road, 
along Riggsville Road to East Burt Lake Road. 
It’s a great ride, walk or jog. Phase IV is 
underway early

Garnecki Property
Earlier this year, the DNR talked about 
potentially selling or auctioning off the Garnecki 
Property at the North end of the lake. Both 
chunks of land were last appraised at $240,000 
each. At that time, the DNR indicated they were 
fairly motivated to get the property sold at fair 
market value. However, that sentiment has 
seemed to change with the recent announcement 
that the Burt Tribe has entered into its next phase 
through a court decision in obtaining potential 
Federal recognition.

Legislation to Reorganize Fishing Regulations 
in Michigan Passes House
The Michigan House of Representatives passed 
legislation in February that would reorganize 
many fishing and natural resource regulations in 
Michigan,( House bills 4567, 4568 and 4569.) 

This package of bills was sent to the Senate 
Natural Resources Committee and a hearing was 
held in June. The Chairman of that committee, 

Sen. Ed McBroom, was extremely critical of the 
bills and felt that they were supported by groups 
looking to hurt commercial fishing.  These bills 
will have a tough time making it to the 
Governor’s desk without the support of the 
committee chairman.

Lowering Boat Speed Limits on High Water 
Signed into Law
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer recently signed into law 
legislation that would allow local governments to 
have the power to temporarily lower speed limits 
for boats and jet skis in high-water areas where 
erosion is an issue. (House bills 5401 and 5463.)

Short-Term Rentals Legislation Remains 
Stalled
There are currently two competing plans pending 
in the Michigan Legislature to address short-term 
rentals. It appears with a lack of movement on 
both plans that it is unlikely for anything to 
happen on this issue in 2020. 

House Bill 4046 says short-term rental would 
mean “The rental of any single-family residence 
or one-to-four-family house or dwelling unit, or 
any unit or group of units in a condominium, 
for terms of less than 28 days at a time.” 

House Bill 4554 – 4563 says “A short-term 
rental that’s rented out for 14 days or less in a 
calendar year is a residential use of property 
and a permitted use in all residential zones.”
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ENBRIDGE LINE 5 ACTIVITIES
Charlie Gano
 
BLPA continues to work with the Tip of the Mitt 
Watershed Council to monitor activates relating 
to the Line 5 pipeline and its impact on our lake 
environment.

Much of the focus for Line 5 has revolved around 
the dual pipelines located on the bottom of the 
Straits of Mackinac.  However, this represents 
just a small portion of Line 5, just over 4 miles 
out of a total 645 miles.  The onshore portions of 
Line 5 pose just as much, if not a greater, risk to 
Michigan’s waters and our Burt Lake 
watershed..  
 
Line 5 crosses the Indian River, Little Sturgeon 
River, Pigeon River, and Upper Black River and 
traverses within a few miles or less from many 
sparkling inland lakes, including Paradise, Burt, 
Mullet, and Douglas. 
 
No method of transporting petroleum products 
can ever be completely safe and transporting 
greater volumes of oil will only serve to increase 
the risk to the Great Lakes ecosystem. The Wa-
tershed Council is working toward a day when no 
crude oil is transported in, on, or under the Great 
Lakes. Until that day comes, the Watershed 
Council will continue to work on a variety of 
fronts, including prevention measures, emer-
gency response preparedness, education and out-
reach, and policy changes.
 
The Watershed Council, with support from 
BLPA, is working to protect our waters from an 
oil spill. Check out the comprehensive programs 
being developed  to address the growing concern 
of oil pipelines and transportation in the Great 
Lakes by visiting our web sites. BLPA appreci-
ates its partnership with the Watershed council 
and the fact that, like with all of their work, the 
Council is approaching this issue through exten-
sive research and careful position development. 
Their pipeline work includes public education, 
improving laws and regulations, emergency re-
sponse, and prevention activities. 

WATERWAY USE AND SAFETY
Mac Richardson

Sheriff Patrol
As in past years, BLPA has contracted with the 
Marine Division of the Cheboygan County Sher-
iff Dept. to patrol Burt Lake on the weekends  
from July 4th to Labor Day. Boater encounters 
and other happenings  are tallied at the end of the 
season and reported in the January newsletter. 
Residents are asked to support these patrols by 
reporting any unsafe  boating/safety issues they 
observe by calling 911. BLPA would welcome 
any comments or criticism you might have re-
garding these patrols.

Swimmers Itch
BLPA has done significant investigation as to 
how this problem has affected the residents of 
Burt Lake. It is the Board’s opinion that the issue 
is very isolated and not a lake wide issue. New 
scientific studies are  coming in which indicate 
that the once thought avian causes of Swimmers 
Itch are expanding. BLPA intends to continue 
monitoring this issue and will keep our member-
ship informed as to any future action that may be 
taken. As in the past, we welcome your com-
ments.

Residential Lake Rescue 
BLPA is looking into the possibility of establish-
ing some form of lake-wide rescue plan by our 
residents. We are not sure how such a plan should 
be administered or how people would participate, 
we just think that is something that could be ex-
tremely beneficial if developed thoughtfully. We 
would be very interested in hearing from you re-
garding such an idea.

GOVERNANCE
Charlie Gano

The Governance Committee while constrained by 
the current Covid crises continues to search for 
individuals willing to dedicate their time and tal-
ents to committee work or board service. 
If interested please contact the BLPA office for 
more information.  



BURT LAKE PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION
Year End Financial Report, December 31, 2019
Mike Cherveny

Checking and Money Market Accounts,December 31, 2019 Totaled $334,472 
Total Revenues and Expenditures for 2019 compare with 2018 as follows: 
          2018 

The difference in expenditures is due primarily to donaLons for Tuscarora Township sewer study and 
matching funds for LiNle Traverse Conservancy land purchase. 
Copies of BLPA’s financial statements reviewed by our independent CPA are available upon request. 
BLPA conLnues to operate as a 501c3 tax exempt enLty. 

Revenues

Membership dues $68,028

Contributions and other income 41,887

Total Revenues $109,915

Expenditures

Program services. 
(Environment & Land Use, Waterways Use & Safety, Govern-
ment Affairs, Membership Education, Marketing Services)

$76,401

Supporting Services
(Administration, Membership Services & Development.)

32,332

Total Expenditures $108,733

Excess of Revenues over Expenditures 1,182

Net Assets Beginning of Year 334,314

Net Assets End of Year $335,496

Total Revenues $112,748

Total Expenditures 87,415

Excess of Revenues Over Expenditures $25,333




