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2020: It’s Been A Good Year
Jim Burke, President
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Wait! Whaaat? We like to take an optimistic view. Sure, 
we’ve all faced challenges this year but when life deals 
you lemons, you make lemonade. So it is with your 
BLPA Board. We found a way to meet in person every 
month this summer. With no disrespect to those of us 
that have endured real losses, we made it a good year. 
What made 2020 a good year for BLPA? It’s pretty 
straightforward – we maintained our focus on Burt 
Lake and the things that are important to it and our 
members. We stayed busy doing meaningful things; the 
following is a synopsis of what’s on our plate:

Short Term Rentals. Without regulation, short 
term rentals potentially threaten the fabric of our 
neighborhoods. While the majority of short term rentals 
pose no problem, a growing number are causing 
disruptions. Understanding that BLPA is a lake 
association, not a property owners association; is this a 
BLPA issue? Maybe, but only if it affects Burt Lake – 
like septic system overuse. Our members are concerned 
so we’re watching this closely.

Hiawatha Trail Lake Access. A concern of our 
members along Frontenac and Wahbee Roads is 
overcrowding to gain ice access for anglers and 
snowmobilers. It’s a mess in the winter months. 
Tuscarora Township is involved and attempting to 
mitigate. They own the problem and are responsible for 
a workable solution. Once again, this is probably not 
a BLPA issue, but we’re on top of it. Ice shanty rental 
too. Our Community Affairs Committee is involved 
and monitoring closely.

Bair Property. This is the LTC property on the 
Sturgeon River that BLPA is stewarding. This summer 

we cut a rough trail to the river; we’re improving it 
for better access and education. Our Environment and 
Land Use Committee will continue to work on it this 
spring and summer.

Sturgeon Sculpture. Moran Iron Works created this 
32’ long steel sculpture and is offering it to Tuscarora 
Township for less than half of the cost to build it. We 
want to help the township acquire it and prominently 
display it as we see a great fit with the BLPA Sturgeon 
Club and Burt Lake. You’ll find the details in an article 
on page four.

Enbridge Line Five. We’ve talked about this many 
times; BLPA started the conversation. Your Board 
agreed that it is incumbent upon us to take an official 
stand, so we did. That document comprises the front 
page of your October newsletter. At the time of this 
writing the State of Michigan has ordered Enbridge to 
shut the line down.

Burt Lake Rescue Boat. In August BLPA made a 
$13K contribution to the Topinabee Firefighters to 
purchase a rescue boat that is parked on Burt Lake for 
rescues and emergencies. Page nine of the October 
newsletter talks about this Waterway Use and Safety 
Committee project. There’s also an update on page six 
of this issue.

Nature preserves and trails. The search for fresh 
air activities led lots of people to the many Little 
Traverse Conservancy nature preserves and trails and 
the expanded Burt Lake Trail. Our support of these 
fresh air facilities couldn’t have been more timely.
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Everything looks normal on this chilly December day, 
as we look out at the dark Sturgeon flowing by.  Blue 
Jays’ population remains high and is the largest number 
of visitors at the feeders.  That flock is punctuated by 
juncos and various woodpeckers.  The Goldfinches 
landing on the ground are now drab, showing none 
of the brilliant yellow and black plumage.  The avian 
world is carrying on “as usual” --but the human world, 
especially around the holiday season, has been far from 
normal.  It is refreshing to the spirit to enjoy the beauty 
of the Burt Lake watershed, whether from indoors or 
outdoors.

Early October found Pileated Woodpeckers still hunting 
for insects near our vegetable garden, as Michael 
harvested the last of the chard, kale and broccoli.  
Vultures spiraled lazily overhead, on their leisurely 
journey south.  At least one Turkey Vulture was seen 
past mid-October; very late for that species.  Wood 
Ducks—sometimes as many as five—floated the river 
below our house.  What strikingly beautiful birds!  
Almost every day during October, a Goshawk cruised 
through, checking for oblivious squirrels or birds.  He 

hoped for an easy dinner but was usually disappointed.  
The reaction and decision of the squirrel population, 
especially, is fun to watch—freeze or flee? 

Dark-eyed Juncos arrived from the north, and the flock 
grew to at least fifteen.  They added to the landscape on 
October 16, when a beautiful sunrise pinked the clouds, 
and reflected off the light snow on the fall leaves.  The 
contrast of the dark Sturgeon River with the landscape 
was wonderful.  The juncos, along with three remaining 
Red-winged Blackbirds and a solitary Robin added a 
jazzy note of contrast.

Foliage color peaked in mid-October, with the usual mix 
of intense yellows, reds and oranges.  The deep green 
of conifers punctuated the autumn colors and added 
a wonderful contrast.  Although the later fall weather 
was not the most conducive to outdoor exploration (On 
October 23rd we received almost four inches of rain 
in Indian River, and six inches of rain was recorded in 
Gaylord.), it was interesting to watch the river swell 
and overflow its banks.  It is fascinating to see the 
power of moving water, as it carries logs of various 
dimensions along, and forms and re-forms logjams.  

After the river subsided, there was “business as usual” 
along its length from insects, birds and mammals.  
Beaver cruised the river, searching for tasty birch to 
fell and store for winter food.  Mink dove and surfaced, 
hunting for fish for lunch.  Coyotes howled at night, 
communicating with brothers, or frightening prey into 

Up North
Michael and Peg Supernault
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flight.  The remaining insects searched for last bits of 
food before hibernation.  Bird populations were high 
(especially that of Blue Jays), although the number of 
species was average.  (From October 1st to December 
31st, we have recorded 36 species of bird life on our 
property.)

By late October, we were fortunate to be visited by 
Evening Grosbeaks, often as many as nine.  They 
are not an annual visitor, and so are a welcome spot 
of color in a drab landscape.  Our first Pine Siskin 
(another northern species but IS an annual winter  
visitor) appeared before the last Robin gave up the hunt 
for insects and headed south.

Early November brought an exceptional stretch of 
warm summer-like weather.  It seemed like our Indian 
summer had shown up in November.  The temperatures 
were in the mid 60’s, and we could be outdoors in 
t-shirts.  Many projects that had been left undone could 
now be completed in perfect weather.  By November 
6th, an oak on the hillside had FINALLY turned brown.  
The leaves of that tree are always the last to turn.  One 
year earlier on this date, we had driven back from 
Illinois through heavy wet snow and a temperature of 
20 degrees.  We had very warm temperatures for the 
next several days, which we heartily enjoyed, even 
while we were wishing for snow.  An annual fall project 
is splitting and stacking wood.  One day while Michael 
was working on this, he made the usual noises.  A buck 
on the hillside behind him apparently thought he was a 
competitor and began snorting and stomping. Luckily 
for Michael, the buck did not investigate further...it 
may have ended like a neighbor’s encounter with a 
buck—chasing/being chased around a tree!  

December 9th found us enjoying what Michael always 
calls “the last good day of the summer” at a campfire 
with friends.  The next day, we put up our outdoor 
Christmas tree—an activity usually done on a cold, 
snowy miserable day—instead of 47 degrees and 
partially sunny.  

As the snow slowly builds up, the point across the river 
from us becomes covered with deer tracks on their way 
to the riverbank to drink, and our yard looks like a 
“deer expressway”.  Other tracks are visible, too—fox, 
coyotes, voles and white-footed mice.  At the river, 
mink and beaver track may be seen.  Crows and Ravens 
have left their snowy tracks in the garden, checking out 
the compost.  

By late December, we were happy to see sleds on the 
trail and rafts on the river.  Reports on downhill skiing 
conditions and cross-country trails are positive and  
promising.  A beautiful soft snow has fallen for the last 
two days to remind us of all the outdoor activities to 
be enjoyed during the winter season.  Snowshoeing, 
skiing, hiking and eventually ice-fishing.  

If your preference is spending time indoors, possibly 
before a crackling fire, we have some book suggestions 
for your consideration.  It’s no surprise that most deal 
with the natural world.  Tree Story, Untangled, Bird 
Way, What It’s Like to be a Bird and Nature’s Best 
Hope.  The last book is based on the premise that 
conservation should start in one’s own yard.  It is a 
great book, full of information.  

In these strange times, we would like to leave you with 
a quote from Rachel Carson, “Those who dwell, as 
scientists or laymen, among the beauties and mysteries 
of the earth are never alone or weary of life.”

Enjoy the winter, enjoy what life has to offer, and enjoy 
the beauty of the Burt Lake Watershed.

Happy and Healthy New Year!

Jess Miller

Jess Miller
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Sturgeon Club Report 
David Steenstra

When do the Sturgeon migrate upstream to begin the 
reproduction process? You can almost set your calendar 
each year. It’s somewhere around Mothers’ day. The 
water temperatures are just right about then. Keith 
Fuller was fortunate to be watching. Here’s his report:

Six in a Row

“May 16  was a first for me.  Though I have had a home 
on the Sturgeon River right in the town of Indian River 
for almost 8 years, I had never witnessed what I saw 
that day.  In what could only be described as a “Run” 
we had sightings of at least 6six different sturgeon. I 
actually “Sighted” a sturgeon about a dozen times 
(Honestly, we lost track), but I’m willing to concede a 
few of those were simply the same ones being seen more 
than once. Sizes ranged from about 30”-54”, gauging 
by my eight inch patio bricks (Which serve as great 
distance rulers in times of need.) Even more remarkable, 
my observations were casual at best. I saw the first one 
around 11:00am, then I left my home and was gone 
from 11:30am-2:00pm, and saw the rest between then 
and just before 6:00pm (Keep in mind I spent an hour 
mowing my lawn between 4:00-5:00, and wasn’t paying 
very good attention).  Though I have seen one or two 
sturgeon every year but one since 2013, I had never 
seen this many in one day.  Casual fisherman staying in 
the cabins across from me said they had actually caught 

a five-footer earlier that day. Other residents on the 
opposite bank had also seen a few, and kayakers coming 
down the river reported multiple sightings.I cannot tell 
you what a joy the day was for me and my buddy, who 
had come up from Kalamazoo to help me with some 
projects around my home. I have some grainy pictures 
on my phone but the memories will last a lifetime.”

BLPA and the Sturgeon Club thank you for this exciting 
information.  Seeing one or two of these pre-historic 
living fossils is a thrill of a lifetime.  But seeing six or 
more at the same time is really a special blessing. If 
you see Sturgeon in our watershed, please let the BLPA 
office know.  Every little bit of data may contribute 
to our understanding of this special fish, and maybe 
someday, we will have a sustainable population and 
even be able to open a limited season.

Blue line does not print.
PLEASE REMOVE.
For �nished size only.

Sturgeon Sculpture Update
We are making great progress in achieving our 
goal of $20,000 in private funding for the Sturgeon 
Sculpture. It will be placed at the corner of M-68 
and US-27 to welcome people to Indian River and 
remind them of the importance of sturgeon to Burt 
Lake’s water quality. 

We have received contributions of over $7,000 with 
more in commitments and some donors that want 
to wait to see how much we need to bring us over 
the finish line. Best yet, the community support has 
been awesome. Service organizations, non-profit 
groups, local government agencies, property owners, 
members of BLPA and Burt Lake Buddies, and local 
residents have all stepped up to support this project. 
We will keep you posted as this endeavor becomes 
a reality.  

If you have not donated to this cause and would like 
to, please send your contribution to BLPA, P. O. Box 
632, Indian River, MI 49749. Please mark your check 
“Sturgeon”. Or you can donate online at www.blpa.
com. We will continue to actively solicit support 
until April. Thank You!
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In all the 62 years I have been at Burt Lake I cannot 
recall ever seeing the moon up in the East while the 
sun is still bathing the shore line.     Albert. Sickinger

Top O’ Michigan Racer Rescued

This past August 8 and 9, the Top O’ Michigan Race 
Council sponsored their 72nd annual race in the  
inland waterway.  The race is dubbed “the world’s 
toughest outboard marathon”.   It covers 87 miles from 
the Cheboygan River to Crooked Lake and all points 
between.  These are special “little” racing boats. If you 
haven’t seen one of these races, you should try to do 
so. It is usually held the first part of August each year.

The BLPA Waterways Use and Safety Committee 
participates in this race by standing post in strategic 
locations along the race route.  We are connected with 
radios with other volunteers doing the same thing to 
make sure everyone stays safe.

On Sunday August 9, Jim and Gina Burke and David 
and Linda Steenstra were posted near Camp Algonquin.  
There was just a little “chop” on the waters, so the 
racers stayed tight to the shoreline.  One racer veered 
out just far enough to hit an unfriendly wave and he 
did a 180.  Within a couple of minutes, we were able to 
come to his assistance.  Pictured is Jackson Gallagher 
from New Jersey.  He was disappointed he did not 
finish the race, but also happy he was brought back to 
DeVoe Beech safely along with his disabled watercraft.

There is always next year Jackson.  And if any of you 
would like to volunteer to stand guard in your boat next 
year, please let us know.  We will forward your offer to 
race officials.

Tuscarora Township Update 
Mike Cherveny, Community Affairs
At the January Tuscarora Township board 
meeting a park was approved at the corner 
of Straits Highway and M-68. This park 
will include benches, welcoming sign and a  
Sturgeon Sculpture for which the BLPA is 
sponsoring a fund raiser to erect. The Tuscarora 
Township streetscape is almost completed 
except for the final paving of Straits highway 
which will be done this spring.
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I have been a resident of 
Burt Lake since I was 
an infant. My parents 
built the cottage as a 
future retirement home 
and primary residence in 
1957, the year they were 
married. My father, Keith 
Tracy used to come to 

Burt Lake in the late 1940’s and 1950’s and used to 
vacation at Del Mar Resort and fish on Burt Lake. 
When he heard that the property next to Del Mar Resort 
was up for sale he bought it.

As a child, I spent most weekends, all holidays and all 
summer on Burt Lake. I learned how to swim in Burt 
Lake before I could walk. I have fond memories of the 
area. I remember going with Dad to cut down a fresh 
Christmas tree in the woods. I remember going out on 
the” Miss Pat” our 19 ft wooden Dumphy and rowing 
in my rowboat. I remember looking for lady slippers 
and jack in the pulpits with my mom on Colonial point. 
We used to grow all our own vegetables on the property 
and spent many hours gardening and helping mom 
freeze and can. Dad had a small orchard with 25-30 
dwarf fruit trees that was his hobby. In the Fall, we 
picked apples and made apple pies and the best apple 
cider I have ever tasted (at the mill on US 31 in Brutus). 
During the winter, I learned how to ski at Nubs Nob 
and Boyne Highlands. In the summer, I went to day 
camp at Bay View (ages 4-14), where I took swimming, 
tennis and sailing lessons. We were also members of 
the Petoskey Bay View Country Club and played on 
leagues and on weekends with my parents. At ages 
14-17, I worked at the Dam Site Inn.

My dad passed in 1981 while I was at General Motors 
Institute studying Mechanical Engineering. Since that 
time my mom and I would only come up to the cottage 
on weekends or for a 2 week vacation for the next  
20 years, only in the summer. Then, my mom spent  
7 months on Burt Lake as her primary residence and  
5 months in Royal Oak until 2017.

I married my husband Bill in 1987. We have 2 adult 
children, Jessie and Evan. My daughter is recently 
engaged and will be married to Justin Tanner of 
Clarkson MI in September 2022. She is in Supply 
Chain Management with Trinity Health, St Joseph 
Pontiac Hospital. She will finish her Master’s degree in 
Supply Chain Management at Wayne State in August 
2021.  My son is a SSGT in the United States Air 

Force, he is a mechanic on F22 fighter jets stationed 
at Langley AFB, Hampton VA. My family and I would 
come to Burt Lake to help maintain the property and 
spend vacation with the children when we could. Both 
of our children spent summers on Burt Lake with 
grandma from ages 8/10 years old through teenage 
years. They enjoyed fishing, hunting, swimming, and 
jet skiing. Jessie worked at the Dam Site Inn for 10 
years a dishwasher, busser, and waitress. Evan worked 
at Hidden River in the kitchen.

I worked for General Motors and an engineer for 
14 years in quality and advanced manufacturing 
engineering for Powertrain. Then, another 14 years 
in management at advanced manufacturing and Flint 
V6 Engine, and Worldwide Purchasing as Supplier 
Development Manager, Technical Savings manager, 
and program management representing Powertrain.  In 
2007, I left GM and started Nursing school at Oakland 
University. I have a BSN and I have been a certified 
Rehabilitation RN for the past 10 years at Ascension 
Providence Rochester (until June 2019) and at Sarasota 
Memorial Hospital in the winter months since 2019. 
I have a BSME and MSMM from General Motors 
Institute, and graduate certificate in Applied Statistics 
and BSN from Oakland University.

My husband Bill, retired from GM in 2017, after 43 
years. Our permanent residence is on West Burt Lake 
Rd, my childhood home. Our winter residence is in 
Venice, Florida. Our hobbies are boating, fishing, 
golfing, and swimming. Bill is a hunter. I love Burt 
lake and Northern Michigan. I’d like to say its part of 
my DNA. I am honored to serve on the Board of the 
BLPA and to help to continue to preserve our beautiful 
waterway for generations to come.

Board Member Profile: Patricia Craig

Photo Credit: Tom Prout

Fire Rescue Boat 
Makes First Run

In September, BLPA funded a rescue boat 
in collaboration with the Topinabee Fire 
Department.  The boat is permanently assigned 
to Burt Lake and is on call 24/7. It was called 
into action on election night, November 3.  
A stranded boater near Hoppies was rescued 
by the fire department and also MDNR C.O.  
Tim Rosochacki. Thank you to both 
organizations for helping keep our waterways 
safe.
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2020: It’s Been A Good Year 
Continued from page 1 
Extraordinary Service Award. Our Membership and 
Marketing Committee created this award to recognize 
extraordinary achievement. It was presented to Brian 
Wallace in recognition for his selfless service to our 
community. Again, check out our October newsletter 
page four.

Also our finances are healthy even after we did not 
charge directory advertising funds and donated to 
the Little Traverse Conservatory and the Tuscarora 
Township sewer study. 

So again, while many of us had a difficult year, your 
BLPA Board faced the challenges and created a way to 
have a good productive year. A very good year.

All the best to you in 2021!

Burt Lake Trail Phase III
Gene Hodulik, Chairman, Trail Committee   
The funding of Phase III along East Burt Lake Road 
has been accomplished.  $50,000 in local matching 
funds was required to take advantage of two major 
grants. 

The match has been raised thanks to 98 donors and 
a $10,000 donation from the BLPA. Construction is 
planned for this summer and will be a 10-foot paved 
path like Phase II. Then the trail will run continuously 
from Maple Bay North around the lake to the corner 
of Mullet-Burt Road and Topinabee Mail Route Road. 
Congratulations and a special  thank you to Margie Reh 
and all who helped make this happen.

Edge of Pigeon River Banwell Preserve
As this past year tested us on so many levels, our 
communities turned to the healing balm of nature with 
great appreciation. Little Traverse Conservancy reports 
that since the pandemic hit last spring, record numbers 
of visitors have enjoyed many of the hundreds of lands 
open to the public throughout five counties. 

• A total of 924 acres with 3,684 feet of water frontage 
were protected in 2020. This includes acquisition of 
the 280-acre Offield Family Viewlands Working Forest 
Reserve near Harbor Springs on Earth Day, April 22. 
Formerly a golf course, the property features more than 
4½ miles of trails following old golf cart paths and is 
known for magnificent views of Little Traverse Bay 
and the Inland Waterway.

• Nearly six miles of designed mountain bike and 
hiking trails were completed at the Tanton Family 
Working Forest Reserve southeast of Petoskey.

• 15 miles of new trails were created overall in 2020.

• Immersive and multi-disciplinary environmental 
education programs occurred at new schools this year 
through the Conservancy’s Forest School Program.

• The 12th edition of the Featured Lands Trail Map 
was printed.

• 840 species were documented on Conservancy lands 
through the iNaturalist platform

• A record number of individuals, families, and 
businesses joined the Conservancy in 2021 with current 
membership at more than 4,200.

To learn more about Little Traverse Conservancy, visit 
www.landtrust.org Copies of the Featured Trails Map 
are available outside of the office or call 231.347.0991. 
An interactive map of all preserves and reserves is also 
available on the website.

Little Traverse Conservancy 2020 Highlights 
Anne Fleming, Director of Communications
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With a winter like no other the one constant is our lake.

Visit www.blpa.org or facebook.com/burtlakepreservation association.
Bill Garlinghouse


