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A Look Through The Rearview Mirror
Jim Burke, President
I always enjoy the year end, watching national news and 
their version of the year in review. It’s interesting to look 
back and recall the many major events that transpired 
throughout the year. A lot happens in a year’s time.

The Philadelphia Eagles won Superbowl LII on a touch-
down with two and a half minutes to go. Team USA 
brought home 23 Olympic medals including the Men’s 
Curling gold. I’ve tried curling, it’s not as easy as it 
looks. It’s hard. We opened trade wars. California battled 
the most destructive wildfires in their history. We lost 
Billy Graham, Stephen Hawking, Penny Marshall, Burt 
Reynolds, Aretha Franklin, Roy Clark, and Marty Balin. 
We ended the year with a solemn farewell to President 
George H. W. Bush, which also marked the end of a 
generation. A lot happens in a year’s time – it’s amazing.

And so it was for BLPA: 2018 found us very engaged. 
Early in the year we formed the Burt Lake Sturgeon 
Club, focused on studying indigenous lake sturgeon 
spawning habitat and migration throughout Burt Lake 
and its tributaries. The Club now has over 700 mem-
bers. We added two new directors to our Board – Jane 
McGinnis and Katie Parker. Jane is responsible for direc-
tory advertising and Katie serves on our Environment 
and Land Use Committee. Our October 2018 newsletter 
highlighted their profiles.  They’re both very engaged 
and we’re excited to have them join as part of our very 
diverse Board.

In May we completed a property transaction on the 
Sturgeon River near downtown Indian River in col-
laboration with Little Traverse Conservancy and a very 
generous donor. Ambitious plans are being developed to 
devote it  to biological research and education.

We partnered with the University of Michigan Biological 
Station in June to research and compare known good 
sturgeon spawning habitat in the Black River system 
with the Sturgeon River. The students’ research was very 
thorough and encouraging.

As we did in July 2017, we continued our aerial drone 
mapping of Burt Lake for invasive Eurasian Watermilfoil 
that will compare data from at least three years. We’re 
learning some interesting things and asking some new 
questions.

Periodically we take an inward look at our organiza-
tion and critique our effectiveness and adherence to 
our mission. This year we reorganized and streamlined 
our Governance Committee, which is responsible for – 
among other duties – recruitment of new board and com-
mittee members, development of a slate of nominations 
for officers and board of trustees members.

Our October newsletter included a survey about swim-
mers itch. It asked each member family to provide expe-
riential information about swimmers itch in an effort to 
understand frequency, severity, and location. 

Continued on page 2
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What’s New For 2019
Gina Burke, Secretary

We mailed 857 surveys which resulted in 219 
responses. That’s a 25% return, which is a very good 
response rate. Thank you.

The Lake Kathleen Dam removal project on the 
Maple River was completed in December. The 
drawdown of the lake appears to have had very 
little adverse effect on the Maple River, which sup-
plies ten percent of the water entering Burt Lake. 
Although not directly involved in this project, BLPA 
is a concerned “investor” and kept a watchful eye on 
the process. We’re particularly interested in changes 
to the mouth of the Maple River that could influence 
spawning habitat. We’ll continue to focus on this and 
may develop an enhancement strategy in the future.

Yes, a lot happens in a year’s time. We’ve been very 
busy protecting the Lake we all love.

So, what’s the status of all these endeavors? We’ll 
talk about some of them in this newsletter. We’ll 
discuss the remainder in our June newsletter. What 
do we see as we look ahead through the windshield? 
Please allow me to say this about that: 2018 was a 
very busy year for BLPA; 2019 will be busier yet! 
The 2000 Consent Decree is up for renewal and 
renegotiation in 2020. This will be very important 
as it determines tribal and state fishing rights on 
the Great Lakes. It can influence the 2007 Inland 
Lakes Consent Decree which includes Burt Lake. 
We have exciting plans for the Burt Lake Sturgeon 
Club, something that’s never been done before. The 
Membership Committee will have some big news 
to share. We have some really cool ideas for our 
Sturgeon River property. Stay tuned. Our June news-
letter will talk about all this and more.

Your BLPA Board wishes each of our members a 
wonderful new year and thanks you for your support

Have a great winter and stay safe on the ice if you 
venture out for some of the 49 species of fish that 
inhabit Burt Lake.

A Look Through continued....

In December the BLPA Board of Trustees held their 
last meeting of the 2018 calendar year.  It was the 
wrap-up meeting for the year and one of the items that 
is discussed at this meeting is terms of office for board 
members that are willing to extend their terms and the 
election of officers for the 2019 calendar year. BLPA 
also bid farewell and thanks to Rick Johnson for many 
years of service to the BLPA board. Although Rick 
stepped down from his role as a Board of Trustee, he 
will continue to volunteer his time with the Waterway 
Use and Safety committee.      

The election of officers that will serve a one year term 
was held and the officers are as follows for the 2019 
calendar year:    
President Jim Burke
Vice President Charlie Gano
Treasurer Mike Cherveny
Secretary Gina Burke

Committee chairs and co-chairs that will serve in the 
designated positions are… 
 Administration and Finance 
  Mike Cherveny, Bill Kanine
 Community Affairs 
  Mike Cherveny, Chris Kindsvatter
 Endowment 
  Frank Kestler 
 Environment and Land Use 
  Mike Supernault
 Governance 
  Charlie Gano
 Marketing and Communications 
  John Roberts
 Waterway Use and Safety 
  Rick Johnson, Mac Richardson 

The 2019 annual meeting is for July 13, 2019 at the 
Indian River Golf Club. 
Mark your calendars and plan to attend whether rain 
or shine. Watch for updates in upcoming newsletters 
or various mailings as time gets closer to the meeting.        
________________________________________________
Help wanted
BLPA always welcomes volunteers to serve on a  
committee that compliments your interests or skills.  
These are three ways you can contact us:  the web site 
is www.blpa.org, our phone number is 231.238.2177 or 
email is cindyfisherblpa@yahoo.com.   
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930 feet of Undeveloped Burt Lake 
Shoreline For Sale
Charlie Gano, Vice President

The Little Traverse Conservancy has a unique opportu-
nity to protect one of the largest remaining private and 
undeveloped properties along Burt Lake. The eight-
acre “Ellinger Road” property contains more than 930’ 
of pristine and undisturbed western Burt Lake shore-
line. The future nature preserve will be an ideal site for 
a short boardwalk trail and viewing platform along the 
scenic lakeside. The property includes a long stretch of 
Burt Lake shoreline that has very little public access.

“We have made terrific progress thanks to a lead 
pledge of $450,000 and other very large pledges,” said 

Conservancy Associate Director Ty Ratliff. “We are 
now working to raise the remaining $215,000 to com-
plete this significant Burt Lake land purchase.”   

To learn more or to donate, visit www.landtrust.
org or contact Ty Ratliff at 231.347.0991 or  
ty@landtrust.org.

The southeastern Michigan based Carls Foundation is 
challenging the local land conservation organization 
to grow its membership while protecting land at the 
same time. Any new members who join this year will 
also have their gifts matched by the foundation. The 

match funding will be 
up to $100,000 and will 
be applied to the pur-
chase of this undevel-
oped property on Burt 
Lake to become a nature 
preserve.

The BLPA board has 
approved a match of up 
to $10,000 to members’ 
total donations as we 
did with the successful 
Seven Springs acquisi-
tion.  If you decide to 
donate, please include 
“BLPA” on your check 
so we can be sure to 
match it.
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In Memory Of:
Bob Colburn 
 Don & Jane Cloum 
 Debra Malooley 
 Kurt & Lisa Kingseed 
 John & Joan Hutto 
 Patrick & Patricia Chase 
 Jeane Mummert 
 Marcia Lawrence 
 Deborah Lawrence 
 Mr and Mrs John Gosnell
Carolyn Gossett 
 The Querrey Simpson Foundation -   
      Kimberly Querrey & Louis Simpson 
 "Julie's Yogis"   
 Betty Holen 
 Phyllis Irwin 
 Constance Estes 
 Henry & Sarah Peet 
 Margaret Jack 
 Nancy Dimick 
 Karen and Kent Brown 
 The Bickley Family 
 Richard and Terri Riemenschneider 
 Dr. and Mrs John Hannah
Bill and Mary Higgins 
 Glen Entry Fund -  
      Dorothy Stites Alig and Will Higgins
Joseph Ivinskas 
 Michael & Vicki Lapinski 
 Christine Young 
 Eugene & Frances Hall  
 Craig & Lauren Hall 
 Susan Kowzan 
 Inland Lakes Snowmobile Club 
 Veno & Vicki Hesano 
 Gregory Stanbury 
 Charles Marengo 
 James Finlayson 
 Cinan  & Nina Najor 
 Richard & Judith Ridgway 
 Dan & Vivian Marem 
 Larry & Cheryl Hassell 
 Greg and Camille Krot
Leo Johnson and Randy Johnson 
 Mike and Peg Supernault
Kay Vail 
 Hall & Carolyn Liles 

Moon Mullin 
 Dave & Linda Steenstra 
 John and Joan Hutto 
 Linda & Jim Demmer
Andrew F. Olis 
 Dan & Catherine Sullivan 
 Senior Men's Club of Grosse Pointe, Inc. 
 John & Kathie Naida 
 Edward & Carmen Thomas 
 Diane Dacey 
 Jorge and Patricia Morales 
 Christina, Becca, Julie, Lindsey,  
      Megan, Megan, Erin, & Ellie  
 Lou & Ann Marie Mascia 
 Elizabeth Kuhlman 
 Bill & Susan Packard 
 Turnbull Family  
      (Jane, Karen, Greg, Bill & Mittie 
 Linda Arlington 
 Ahee Family 
 James Frankowski 
 John & Cynthia Stapleton 
 Brittany & Mark Pratt 
 Mitch & Angie Langton 
 George Aubrey 
 Paul & Mary Hudak 
 Jim & Sandy Morrow 
 Bill & Cindy Fisher 
 Mary Marchin 
 Mary Jane Koliba 
 Timothy & Kristine Durkin 
 Bradley & Jan Stein 
 Rock & Jan Langton 
 Tim & Connie Masserant 
 Kim & Frank Tykosky 
 Tom & Gayle Boles  
 Anita Hoffman 
 Jamie Burwell 
 Frank Wheatlake 
 Display Group LTD 
 Dorothy Calpin 
 Brandy Turner  
 
In Honor Of: 
 
Ed Williams on his 90th Birthday 
 Hoppe / Perlove Family

Sally Williams on her 90th Birthday 
 Nan Groudis, Roy Perlove & Dave Hopp 
 

2018 Memorials Received
The following memorials were received during 2018. The Burt Lake Preservation Association is a commu-
nity of members and friends. As an organization we are united by the common theme of preservation and 
protection of Burt Lake and its watershed. As a community we are also united by common attitudes and 
interests, celebrations, and sorrows. Thank you to the following donors who chose to remember neighbors, 
friends and family through a donation to the Burt Lake Preservation Association.
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2018 Eurasian Watermilfoil Survey
Dennis Wiand, ZeroGravity Aerial, LLC

In the summer of 2018, the second step of 
a three-year program to monitor and map 
Eurasian Watermilfoil was conducted in 
Burt Lake by ZeroGravity Aerial, LLC.  In 
all, twenty-four sites were identified rang-
ing in size from 10.7 sq. ft. to 2.22 acres, 
totaling 7.82 acres. The densities of the 
colonies range from sparse to dense.  In 
most cases the dense colonies co-domi-
nated with native pondweeds and made up 
50% to 85% of the biomass. 

Since last year’s total was noted at just 
slightly over 13 acres, it would appear to 
indicate an approximate a 5 acre reduction 
in the presence of Eurasian Watermilfoil, 
but that is not the case.  ZeroGravity Aerial 
used a custom software that gave better 
representation of a 5 acre site, and detected 
the area was made up of sparse milfoil. The 
milfoil accounted for about 0.71 acres of this 5 acre 
site.  Chara, a native vegetation, makes up the majority 
of the biomass of this area.  

There was no significant change from the survey per-
formed in 2017 and ZeroGravity Aerial believes the 

adjustment made to the 2018 survey will give a better 
baseline and a more accurate comparison for future 
surveys. 

The green place marks indicate the EWM locations 
and the red markings indicate the area or size of the 
colonies.

Swimmers Itch Survey Results
Mac Richardson, Waterways Use and Safety

The Board of Directors of BPLA would like 
to thank the members who responded to the 
Swimmer's Itch survey in our last newsletter. We 
received 219 responses, of which 42 or 19%indi-
cated they experienced swimmers itch during 
2018. Of these 42 responses, 30 of them occurred 
either along the shoreline of West Burt Lake Road 
or in White Goose Bay. The remaining responses 
were scattered around the lake. 

It will take a scientific assessment of the lake to 
determine the root cause of this infestation. At this 
time, the Board has not decided on a course of 
action as there are several options and the expo-
sure seems limited overall. Our Environmental 
Committee will determine if one of them is fea-
sible for us. Thanks again for your participation, 
and we will keep you informed as to our actions 
on this matter.

In the meantime, your best course of action to pre-
vent swimmer’s itch is to rinse off your legs with 
fresh water as soon as you exit the lake.
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Seventeen years ago a DNR biologist suggested it 
would be a good idea to remove the Lake Kathleen 
dam, even though the Dam Site Inn might have to 
change its name. The reasons were many:

• The dam and its embankments were aging, degrading 
and required continual inspection and maintenance to 
prevent a failure. 

• The Lake Kathleen impoundment altered the river’s 
natural ecology and function.

• The dam fragments the Maple River system by 
blocking upstream migration of fish and other aquatic 
organisms, interrupts natural transport of sediment and 
organic debris, and alters water chemistry including 
water temperature.

• Habitat fragmentation has detrimental impacts on 
resident fish and wildlife that move up and down a river 
to find suitable spawning, rearing, and feeding habitat. 

• Stable river systems depend on consistent transport 
of sediment and woody debris. Disruptions in these 
transport patterns can lead to erosion of stream banks 
and bed and altered morphology.

A more natural stream function exists in the restored river channel where Lake Kathleen and a dam stood for decades. 

The Maple River Flows Free Again 
John Roberts, Editor

Lake Kathleen dam and Woodland Road crossing
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The first dam was built in 1884 to power a sawmill. In 
1901, a hydroelectric dam was built and operated for 
about 40 years. In 1951,the dam breached and washed 
out a portion of the dam embankment and Woodland 
Road. The road was rebuilt to the south and the dam 
was reconstructed in 1966(7) and the purpose changed 
from hydroelectric production to recreational usage. 

At last the job is finally done. The Maple River 
has gone through a dramatic evolution this year. 
Conservation Resource Alliance and partners are cel-
ebrating the rebirth of nearly a mile of river with the 
removal of the Lake Kathleen Dam and replacement of 
the Woodland Road crossing with a free-span timber 
bridge. Combined with new timber bridges at Brutus 
Road and Maple River Road this completes their “Free 
Span the Maple” project. The end result will be a 
restored river channel where the lake stood for decades 
and connectivity of about 52 miles of Maple River 
mainstream and tributaries.

Burt Lake will enjoy several benefits:

• Overall health of the watershed and ecosystem is 
improved with re-connectivity and defragmentation. 

• Cooler river temperatures in the lower river will 
provide thermal refuge for trout from Burt Lake during 
warm summer months.

• The dam removal opens additional spawning and 
nursery habitat for fish from Burt Lake, including rain-
bow trout, brown trout, walleye and maybe sturgeon. 

• More access for canoes and kayaks.

The entire “Free Span the Maple River Initiative” 
required over $5 million of federal, state, and private 
grants secured by CRA. The initiative included replace-
ment of 9 crossings in the Maple River Watershed  
and ~8 miles of in stream habitat improvements. The 
project required  approval by the Michigan DNR, The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the Emmet 
County Road Commission, construction of free flow 
wooden bridges, temporary dams, temporary siphons 
to manage water flow and a lot of planning and dirt 
moving.

The major source of this information is Conservation 
Resource Alliance and USFWS Environmental 
Assessment. Details and information about their mis-
sion are available at httpws://www.rivercare.org/

Before: Three undersized culverts at Brutus Road blocked 
the natural flow of water, nutrients and sediment while act-
ing as a velocity barrier to aquatic species. 

After: Free flow timber bridge allows safer movement of 
people, water and wildlife.  
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Maple River Watershed Carp River Watershed

River CareTM on the Maple & Carp Lake Rivers

Completed Projects

 1. Carp Lake River & Oliver Rd Timber Bridge

 2. Tributary to Arnott Lake & US 31 Culvert Replacement (MDOT)

 3. Tributary to Lancaster Creek & US 31 Culvert Replacement (MDOT)

 4. Van Creek & Reed Rd Crossing Replacement 

 5. Van Creek & US 31 Culvert Replacement (MDOT)

 6. Tributary to Van Creek & US 31 Culvert Replacement (MDOT)

 7. West Branch & Robinson Rd Culvert Replacement  
  and Streambank Stabilization

 8. West Branch & Pleasant View Rd Timber Bridge

 9. Instream Habitat – Pleasant View Rd to Ely Bridge Rd

 10. West Branch & Ely Bridge Rd Timber Bridge

 11. Instream Habitat

 12. West Branch & Robinson Rd Timber Bridge

 13. Lake Kathleen Dam Removal Maple River & Woodland Rd Timber Bridge

 14. East Branch & Private Two-Track Crossing Replacement

 15. Instream Habitat – Woodland Rd to State Access South of Brutus Rd

 16. Maple River & Maple River Rd Culvert Replacement (Emmet Co.)

 17. Maple River & Brutus Rd Timber Bridge

Future Needs

 A. Carp Lake River/Gill Rd road/stream crossing restoration

 B. Carp Lake River/Munger Rd road/stream crossing restoration

 C. Carp Lake River/Reed Rd road/stream crossing restoration

 D. Van Creek /Bike Trails road/stream crossing restoration

 E. Cold Creek/Ely Rd road/stream crossing restoration

 F. E. Branch Maple River/Douglas Lk Rd road/stream crossing restoration

 G. E. Branch Maple River /Robinson Rd road/stream crossing restoration
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Why Outside?
Michael Supernault

I chose to write about young people and the 
outdoors for a simple reason—they aren’t 
there. Research has shown that today’s 
sixth graders (as an example) spend less 
than thirty minutes of unstructured time 
per week in the outdoors.  Per week!  That 
amount is about 10 % of the time spent 
outdoors “playing” by my generation.

More Imagination
This is sad—sad for the child and sad for 
the planet.  The young people are losing 
the chance to wander, wonder, explore and 
imagine.  The outdoors is a fabulous place 
to expand the limits of curiosity.  It is an 
incredible stage for the imagination—a 
fort could be anything from a castle to 
a settler’s cabin, and a raft could be an 
explorer’s boat on the Amazon or a pirate 
ship. It is a place where we can learn to be 
alone with ourselves.   Discovering and collecting all 
manner of found items can be the impetus for inves-
tigation and research into the identity and importance 
of them.  Curiosity leads to knowledge, which leads to 
more curiosity, around and around. The natural world 
offers it all.

More Success
It has been proven that students who spend time in 
the outdoors develop important life skills, such as bet-
ter problem-solving skills, better mental and physical 
health, and more creative.  It was also found that these 
individuals had more success in school, and higher 
achievement on standardized tests.  The study found 
that hiking in a woods boosts immunity and reduces 
stress.  Kids who play in dirt have fewer allergies  and 
fewer viral and bacterial infections, due to early con-
tact with viruses and bacterium.  Yet we do not, sadly 
enough, put much effort into getting them outdoors.

More Help
Far too many schools, clubs, even households spend 
time watching videos or TV about rainforests, coral 
reefs, the Arctic, endangered species, etc.  These edu-
cational efforts DO have value, but kids also need to 
experience the natural world that is around them.  Our 
ecosystems have importance, too.  A child—or for that 
matter, an adult—who spends time in a particular natu-
ral community and is aware of the inhabitants and the 
interrelationships within that community has a vested 

 
interest in it.  Those people are far more likely to offer 
solutions for environmental problems in the future.  
As an example, once a child has spent time collecting 
in a swamp, it is no longer dumb, stinky water with 
“things in it”---it becomes an exciting living tiny world.  
Ecology is not just “what’s out there”, it is also about 
our place in that world “out there”.

Jane Goodall once stated, “Only if we understand can 
we care, only if we care, will we help.”  Please, if you 
get a chance, help our young people—encourage them 
to be outdoors, or better yet, take them outdoors.  As 
Richard Louv says, they are suffering form “Nature 
Deficit Disorder”.

We’re fortunate to have several partner organizations 
providing lots of outside events. Please take advantage 
of their work.

University of Michigan Biological Station  
https://lsa.umich.edu/umbs/

Little Traverse Conservancy  
https://landtrust.org/

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
https://www.watershedcouncil.org/
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2018 State Legislation Report
Chris Kindsvatter, Mike Cherveny, Government Affairs

Here are results on issues that would affect Burt Lake 
and its surrounding area environment.

Line 5 Pipeline Tunnel 
Legislation creates a separate authority  from the 
Mackinac Bridge Authority to oversee the tunnel and 
to protect the Great Lakes. 

Governor Snyder signed this legislation into law as 
PA 359 of 2018.
__________________________________________________

Short-Term Rentals

 
 
 
 
 
House Bill 4503 and Senate Bill 329 would mandate 
that all Short-Term Rentals (STR's) are a residential 
use of property and are a permitted use in all residential 
zones. 

Both of these bills died in committee.  
Look for them to be reintroduced in 2019.
__________________________________________________ 

Wetland Protection Provisions
Senate Bill 1211would amend Part 301 (Inland Lakes 
and Streams) of NREPA to eliminate the currently used 
term inland lake or stream and add separate definitions 
for both inland lake and stream,  It also restrains the 
government’s process to to initiate a civil enforcement 
action.

Governor Snyder signed House Bill 1211 into law as 
PA 631 of 2018.

Please contact us if you’re interested in the background 
and details of this legislation

Changes to Fishing Law
Senate Bill 1145 would have changed a law that 
affects lake trout taken from Lakes Superior and 
Michigan..  This legislation died in the Tourism and 
Outdoor Recreation Committee of the House of 
Representatives.

Sport Fishing Regulations
 
 
CAN WE GET A PICTURE HERE? 
 

 
 
House Bill 5866 would make changes to sport fishing 
regulations  Governor Snyder signed this legislation 
into law as PA 529 of 2018.

_________________________________________________

Ballast Water Discharge for Ocean Going 
Vessels

House Bill 6465 enhances protection against invasive 
species by requiring that “a vessel discharging ballast 
water must employ a ballast water management system 
approved under 33 CFR 151.1510(a)(3) or a ballast 
water treatment method approved by the DEQ.”

Governor Snyder signed House Bill 6465 into law as 
PA 667 of 2018.
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Electronic Boater Safety Certificate -  

House Bills 5836, 5988 and 5989 
This package of bills would allow for an electronic 
verification of the boaters safety certificate, waive the 
citation for the failure to produce a boaters safety cer-
tificate if an electronic version is produced prior to the 
appearance date and require the DNR to develop the 
means for an individual to display the boaters safety 
certificate electronically. Governor Snyder signed 
these three bills into law as PA 400, 401, 402 of 2018. 
_______________________________________________

Grants Would Assist In Eradication Of 
Invasive Species In Inland Lakes

About $25 million is spent in Michigan to control 
aquatic invasive species (AIS) in inland lakes -- plants, 
animals, microbes -- and the state government currently 
pays for none of that, 

SB 1136 would create a grant program for eradication 
programs targeting AIS. Lake associations, property 
owner associations, lake boards and special assess-
ment districts would be able to apply annually to 
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) for funding. The bill prioritizes those grants to 
attack early invasive growth before it becomes a larger 
problem.  Governor Snyder signed this legislation 
into law as PA 671 of 2018.

Calendar Correction
One small but unfortunate error in the 2019 cal-
endar needs correcting. The Burt’s Birds photogra-
pher, BLPA member Tom Prout’s email address is  
www.seegerstudios.com.  He and his wife Nan closed 
their brick-and-mortar studio in Birmingham recently 
to live in Indian River full time and now do "lakeside 
living" style of studio work in and around Burt Lake. 
Here’s their hall of fame birddog Goose practicing with 
a stick.

Sewer Study Expanded 
Mike Cherveny, Government Affairs

Tuscarora Township has selected a contractor and 
expanded the area of the sewer feasibility study 
to include all properties along the Sturgeon River 
from M68 to the end of Rainbow Trail, the area 
both north and south of the Indian River and east 
of Straits Highway all the way to I-75 (including 
“Marineland”, Apple Blossom Road and the area 
around Howe Marine), the area along the Little 
Sturgeon River (Club Road) from M68 to Marina 
park, as well as the previously petitioned area 
in old Indian River and Columbus Beach. This 
heavily congested area includes over 325 lots and 
homes, many of which are decades old with aging 
or failing septic systems.

There is no additional cost to study the additional 
areas and this saves money on additional studies 
for those other areas later. The study should be 
finalized by late Spring so property owners have 
the summer to review the information and costs.  
The large area will be broken down into smaller 
districts so property owners from each area can 
decide by majority vote if they want sewers for 
their area or subdivision.

The BLPA has been very involved in encouraging 
the necessary petitions in support of this initiative.
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Burt Lake Sturgeon Club
David Steenstra

It’s been a great “first year” for the Sturgeon Club.  
There have been a number of reported sightings, and 
several Sturgeon caught this year.  Duane Bucklin 
caught this 54-inch Sturgeon on September 30.  Ken 
Clark pulled in this 40 incher in October.  Of course, 
both fish were immediately released and are doing 
just fine.  They were both caught near the State park.  
We heard there were other fish caught this year.  
Please let us know when and where if you catch one, 
and if possible take a photo and send it to us.

We have been asked “how many Sturgeon are in Burt 
Lake”?  Neal Godby, Michigan DNR, is the senior 
fisheries biologist responsible for Burt Lake.  He 
published a report last year in which he estimates 
the population to be somewhere around 1,500 adult 
fish.  They are not “endangered”, but they are on the 
watch list.  The fishing season has been closed on Burt 
Lake since 1999.  Lake Sturgeon are a native species 
residing in Burt Lake.  It is unknown how many of 
the 1,500 adults are indigenous.  There have been 
over 10,00 fingerlings planted in the lake in recent 
years.  The two fish caught this fall precede the recent  
plantings, so they could in fact be indigenous.

Most of our efforts this past year have focused on 
natural spawning habitat.  We are very grateful to The 
University of Michigan and three very bright biology 
students for their efforts this summer in identifying 
suitable spawning habitat on The Sturgeon River.   

If you are interested in reading the complete study, 
just let us know.  We will be happy to send it to you.

This year, we will continue to look at natu-
ral spawning habitat.  We need to understand 
more about the Crooked River, the Indian River, 
and the Maple River.  With the removal of the 
dam on the Maple River, there could be some  
excellent new opportunities for indigenous Lake 
Sturgeon.  While we do appreciate the efforts 
of planting fingerlings, encouraging the fish 
that already live here to re-populate the “old  
fashion way”, is almost always better.  Just think 
about it.  One female Sturgeon could lay up to a mil-
lion eggs.  Even if one tenth of one percent make it, 
that is still a thousand new Sturgeon – just from one 
indigenous fish. 

Thanks for all your support this past year.  We look 
forward to more exciting activities in 2019.
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Little Traverse Conservancy Winter Events
Anne Flemming. Anne@landtrust.org 
           Winter Hike with Eric Hemenway  

Saturday, February 2, 10am–Noon

McCune Nature Preserve, Petoskey   “Be-Boon” or Winter in 
the Odawa language, was a critical time of year for northern 
Michigan’s indigenous people. This talk will look at what the 
Odawa did historically to survive the harsh winters of years 
past.

Greenwood Foundation Snowshoe &  
Cross-country Skiing Adventure 
Saturday, February 9, 10am–Noon 
Cheboygan County, near Wolverine 
The Greenwood Foundation is a privately-owned property 
near Wolverine, MI protected with a conservation easement 
held by LTC. Greenwood welcomes the public to enjoy and 
explore this large and diverse property. A groomed trail for 
skiers will lead you along the trails in this winter wildlife 
haven. A shorter route is available for snowshoers. Please 
provide your own skis or snowshoes, although snowshoes are 
available for children 12 and under if needed. Because this is 

private property, no dogs are allowed. Please try to arrive at least 20 minutes early 

Knee High Naturalists:  
Winter Wonderland (for 3-5 year olds)  
Saturday, February 16, 10 - 11am  
Round Lake Nature Preserve, Harbor Springs
Winter is a great time to explore and play. Join us for a 
walk through the woods as we gather materials to create 
our very own nature snowmen, look up close at snow-
flakes, and discover what stories are left behind in the 
snow. We will end our adventure by enjoying some hot 
cocoa.

Les Cheneaux Snows Fest Hike: Winter Ecology
Sunday, February 17, Noon - 2 
Birge Nature Preserve
Join Little Traverse Conservancy on a snowshoe outing 
at the Birge Nature Preserve. Explore on and off trail 
while tracking wildlife and searching for hidden jewels 
of this preserve. Please bring your own snowshoes. All 
ages welcome. Meet at the Mertaugh Camp Road park-
ing area.

To register, call our office at 231.347.0991 or online 
at www.landtrust.org.
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Summer gradually morphs into fall, which in turn eases 
into winter.  This process is predictable, yet the unex-
pected still occurs.  We are always amazed and usually 
delighted by the expected and the unexpected.  One 
warm, humid September day found goldfinches domi-
nating the feeders and flyways, with our “shoulder sea-
son” visitation of Cardinals busily feeding beside their 
smaller neighbors.  River traffic of kayak and canoe 
has lessened considerably, with only a few quietly con-
trolled craft drifting by.  

Fast forward to early December, and a hiking trip down 
the hill to the river’s edge, where Michael kicked up 
two Ruffed Grouse and sent a small flock of turkeys 

into a noisy panic.  A species of midge (even this cold 
December day!) was emerging from the dark mucky 
soil near a spring.  Tracks are obvious in the snow—
primarily deer and squirrel.  Interspersed with those are 
the more exotic species—bobcat, fox and mink.  Many 
beaver tracks mark the places where they continue to 
fell trees for food and housing.  White-footed mice 
have tunneled under snow, and the tunnel has collapsed 
where a shrew has followed it, hunting for a mouse 
dinner. 

These changes and adventures are echoed in the senti-
ment expressed by Porter Fox in his book, Northland. 
“To Northlanders, nature is not a thing to go see; it is a 
place you live.” 

The warm weather of early September allowed days on 
the serene lake.  One trip included some of our favor-
ite late-season spots:  Bullhead Bay, Maple Bay and 
Crooked River.  The areas abounded with ducks and 
other bird species.  

Later in September, Michael was watching an interest-
ing dance near the lake entrance to Burt Lake Marina.  
A Bald Eagle and a Turkey Vulture flipped, flew and 
flopped near the shore.   The object of  this intense 
attention was a dead fish that each wanted for dinner.  
They had an interested avian audience of gulls, mer-
gansers and a mallard.  Sadly, Michael left before the 
contest was finally decided.

Early October brought rain, often heavy.  We accu-
mulated 4.5 inches on one day, and seldom had a day 
without rain.  The weather was dreary, and we were 
glad when the “rainy season” was over.

By October tenth, Dark-eyed Juncos and Pine Siskins 
had arrived (later to depart for their final destination).  
Thirteen White-crowned Sparrows, along with a few 
White-throated Sparrows filled up on seeds for the 
continuing trip south.  Turkeys gobbled acorns and 
robins turned over leaves, searching for worms.  Two 
bluebirds visited a birdhouse that may have been their 
hatchling home.  Tow species of vireos hunted along 
branches for insects. 

Mid-October brought our first snowfall which cov-
ered the ground; but it did not last long.  The wind, 
and waves on Burt Lake were high and rough.  Birds 
congregated in protected areas to rest from their travels 
south.  The small harbor at Burt Lake Marina was filled  
with both species of mergansers, Mallards, geese and 

Up North
Michael and Peg Supernault

JESS MILLER
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a grebe or two.  This time of year 
is always a bit depressing:  clean-
ing out the gardens and putting 
them to bed, cleaning out the boat 
and saying good-bye till May and 
putting away summer toys and 
furniture.

There were a few highlights, 
however.  Michael spent a very 
enjoyable morning exploring the 
Seven Springs area with the young 
people of St. Michael’s School of 
Petoskey.  They returned to our 
house to explore the rocks and fos-
sils in Michael’s office.  Another 
highlight was the week-long visit 
of a Northern Shrike, which are 
rarely seen.  It hunted our feed-
ers for goldfinches,  although we 
never saw it successfully complete 
the hunt.  

By late October as dusk moved 
in, the view out our window was 
still a wonderful sight.  Even on 
a dull day.  An eagle perched on a 
dead birch tree, staring intently at 
the river with hopes for a late din-
ner.  Tamarack (larch) trees across 
the river glowed gold, matching 
the aspens and birches on the hill.  
Higher than the aspens were the 
varied browns of the oaks, mixed 
with greens of conifers.  The 
Sturgeon rippled clearly beneath 
the trees.  At the feeder, a Pileated 
Woodpecker joined siskins and 
Cardinals for a late snack.

By mid-November, we had nice snow cover, which we 
love.  We began to think of skis, snowshoes and winter 
hikes.  Long gone were campfires, boat trips, dinner in 
the screenroom, and company at the cabin.  Phoebes, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and Whip-poor-wills are 
gone and it will be many months before we hear them 
again.  But they, as well as our snowbird friends, will 
return to enjoy the warmth of the spring and summer 
sun.

December’s weather was a smorgasbord with the 
exception of heavy snow—fog, rain, wind and very 
little sun.  We do not enjoy a December day full of rain 
and 46 degrees, but we have hopes for snowy January  

and February.  Even so, there are books to be read, birds 
to watch and the wonderful north country to celebrate.    
Two interesting quotes from Timefulness, by Marcia 
Bjornerud are so timely.  “This brave new epoch is not 
the time we took charge of things; it is just the point at 
which our insouciant and ravenous ways start changing 
Earth’s Holocene habits.”  It is not the end of nature, 
but instead, the end of the illusion that we are outside 
of nature “...and our outsized effects on the planet have 
in fact put Nature firmly back in charge...”.  Hopefully, 
we can do some good work to preserve and protect this 
wonderful area.

Happy New Year!  Enjoy the winter!  Enjoy life.  Enjoy 
each day, and look to the future.

JESS MILLER
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BLPA Board of Directors 
meetings are normally the 

second Saturday of the month 
 at 8:30, Tuscarora Township 

Hall, Indian River.

The deadline for the next 
newsletter is MAY 1, 2019. 

Contact editor John Roberts 
 with suggestions: 

jroberts@racc2000.com.

Visit www.blpa.org or 
facebook.com/burt 
lake preservation 

association.
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