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The Straight Poop On Sewers
Jim Burke, President

Continued on page 10

I wasn’t going to write about sewers in our newsletter 
for several reasons. Historically it’s been an emotion 
filled volatile issue centered around a small percentage 
of our membership. It’s an Indian River thing. Besides, 
BLPA members are generally well versed on the 
advantages of a sanitary wastewater system over septic 
systems.

So, why am I writing about sewers? Although it 
involves just some of the people in our watershed, it 
affects the whole Lake and more. Additionally, several 
members have expressed their concern that BLPA is 
not taking a firm stand on the topic. They think that as 
an unbiased data driven organization we should set the 
record straight.

In my view, we sent a very clear message of support 
when we funded the engineering study for a Phase II 
Indian River Sanitary Wastewater Treatment System 
expansion. This began the Phase II process.

A common thread that I’ve heard lately is “How do we 
know that sewers are better for the lakes than septic 
systems?” “Where’s the empirical data?” ”The water 
quality of Burt Lake is good. We don’t need sewers.” At 
face value they seem to be legitimate points. The fact is 
they’re just smoke. We’re asking the wrong questions.

The water quality of Burt and Mullett Lakes is good, 
as we all know. The question of sewers is actually very 

simple: What’s the best way to preserve and protect our 
water quality?

Everybody knows that sewers (and the resulting 
elimination of septic systems) will improve our water 
quality. That, my friends is sound science. To argue 
against sewers because the water quality of our lakes 
is good is nonsense. We all know that sewers will 
improve our environment. Our job is to preserve and 
protect. Sewers are a tool.

I encourage you to review the story on page 3, 
‘‘Higgins Lake’s crystal waters are under threat. Blame 
poop (And other stuff).” This beautiful lake is under 
threat from a pestilence that we’re trying to avoid.

Here’s some late breaking news: Dave Steenstra and 
I attended the Mullett Area Preservation Society 
annual meeting in August. We’re members. They 
had commissioned a student from Bowling Green 
State University, Laboratory of Sensory Ecology to 
undertake a study of PFAS (and other contaminants) 
in Mullett Lake this summer. Her findings, although 
not yet finalized and published (she’s still assuring 
the quality of the data) studied 14 sites (as I recall) 
on Mullett Lake. Where PFAS was found it was well 
within the State of Michigan limits. But here’s the not 
so surprising find. The hot spot?  Just as we’ve long 
suspected – It seems the largest influx of PFAS and 

Treat the earth well: it was not given to you by your parents, it was loaned to you by your children. 
We do not inherit the Earth from our Ancestors, we borrow it from our Children.
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Water Management in the  
Inland Waterway
Steve Reh and Katie Parker,  
Environment and Land Use

On April 8, 2019 Steve Reh and Katie Parker, members 
of BLPA’s Environment and Land Use Committee were 
afforded a tour of the Cheboygan Dam and Lock.  Dave 
Stempky, Manager of the Cheboygan MDNR Field 
Office provided an overview of the Cheboygan River’s 
watershed along with historical and current operations 
of the controls that manage water levels of the main 
water bodies of the Inland Waterway.  In recent 
years many Burt Lake residents have suffered damage 
to their shorelines due to high water levels along 
with strong winds requiring costly shoreline structural 
improvements.  Then a few months later, some suffered 
from abnormally low levels.

Burt Lake is unique in the watershed as it’s a large 
lake with three major river inflows (Crooked, Maple 
and Sturgeon) and one outflow (Indian River). Burt 
Lake’s watershed is very large and when heavy rain 
occurs, usually in the spring and fall, its level can rise 
very quickly and stay high for weeks.  Evaporation 
rates that affect water levels in the summer do not 
appreciably help lower them in the spring and fall 
seasons.  Burt Lake sits approximately one foot in 
elevation higher than Mullett Lake creating a situation 
where a significant amount of water must flow out the 
Cheboygan River before water levels drop in these 
two large inland lakes.  If a major windstorm happens 
during high water, shorelines in the exposed areas can, 
and sometimes do experience damage.

The natural level of Mullet Lake was set in 1934 as 
593.60 feet above sea level. Maximum and minimum 
levels have been established as 594.50 and 592.65 
respectfully. MDNR monitors the level of Mullett 
Lake near the entrance of the Cheboygan River using 
equipment leased from the US Geological Service.  The 
level is measured and recorded every six hours and can 
be accessed on the USGS web site at https://waterdata.
usgs.gov/mi/nwis/

There are concerns whether the level of Mullett Lake 
set by the County Board of Supervisors in 1934 is 
outdated. There have been discussions on whether 
a study should be done of the entire watershed on 
whether the levels set in 1934 need altering one way  
or the other.  Much stronger wind and weather events 
have made water level control very difficult.   

The DNR’s control points for Mullett Lake’s water 
level are located at the Cheboygan Dam and the Great 
Lakes Tissue Hydro -electric facility.  Competing 
interests make the management of this complex system 
challenging.  Flow adjustments are made at these 
control points based on the daily reading of water 
level.  During boating season, the Cheboygan and 
Lower Black River target levels are a minimum of 
60 inches deep for safe navigational and recreational 
uses.  Constant monitoring of river levels is required 
when adjustments are made as the river will drain out 
first if water is released too fast causing navigational 
hazards in the rivers.  Conversely in the summer if the 
watershed sees little rain as in 2019, lake levels may 
drop more than lake frontage owners want in order 
to maintain navigable river levels.  Extreme weather 
conditions that are out of human control can disrupt the 
whole system for a significant period of time.

Dredging at critical spots throughout the Inland 
Waterway may help improve drainage and control of 
lake levels. Recently there has been some dredging 
done by the US Army Corp of Engineers to improve 
navigation at the mouth of the Cheboygan River and 
Mullett Lake.  So far it appears this dredging project  
has not made a significant difference in water level 
control of Mullett and Burt Lakes.  

Cheboygan River dam, lock and  
Great Lakes Tissue Company

Continued from page 3
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Higgins Lake’s crystal waters are under threat.  
Blame poop (and other stuff)
Joel Kurth, Managing Editor, BRIDGE

The Higgins Lake Foundation this summer funded 
signs urging residents of the Roscommon County 
lake to stop fertilizing their lawns, after tests showed 
increased levels of algae. (Bridge photo by Joel Kurth)

ROSCOMMON – Venture onto Higgins Lake and it’s 
easy to see why it’s one of Michigan’s most beloved, 
with its clear waters and sandy bottom.

But trouble lurks in the depths of Michigan’s 11th 
largest inland lake, where the crystal waters abruptly 
turn turquoise. More than 100 feet below the surface, 
decades of lawn fertilizer, septic remnants and road 
runoff have created a nutrient-rich stew that is beginning 
to choke the lake and provide a breeding ground for 
algae that has made a mess of Lake Erie. 

Mark Luttenton, a biology professor at Grand Valley 
State University has tested algae in the lake for five 
years.“ We are seeing trends that gradually Higgins is 
moving toward a system that could be really affected by 
(human) activity.” He and other scientists have studied 
Higgins, just west of Roscommon, for years and say 
similar problems are brewing in northern Michigan’s 
so-called oligotrophic lakes – ones formed by glaciers 
and cherished by vacationers for their clear waters.

They’re clear because such lakes contain relatively few 
plants, but that’s changing with an influx of nutrients 
from lawn fertilizer and septic systems. The nutrients 
breed algae, which muddy the waters, reduce the 
amount of oxygen in lake depths and lead to nuisances 
such as swimmer’s itch.

This is an excerpt of a September 6, 2019 article in 
the Bridge Magazine. For the complete story, go to 
bridgemi.com and search for Higgins Lake.

You may think this greenbelt is beautiful but the geese 
don’t. They know it can hide predators so they stay 
away. A nicely manicured lawn down to the shoreline 
may be good for the geese, but not for the lake. 
The taller the plants, the deeper the roots, the more 
nutrients absorbed before they reach the water.

Beautiful Goose Repellant

Water Management in the  
Inland Waterway 
Continued from page 2
Dredging at critical spots throughout the Inland 
Waterway may help improve drainage and control of 
lake levels. Recently there has been some dredging 
done by the US Army Corp of Engineers to improve 

navigation at the mouth of the Cheboygan River and 
Mullett Lake.  So far it appears this dredging project 
has not made a significant difference in water level 
control of Mullett and Burt Lakes.  

The BLPA thanks Dave Stempky and the MDNR for 
the excellent presentation and tour of the Cheboygan 
Lock & Dam.  It was enlightening to hear first-hand 
the overall complexities of water control throughout 
the Inland Waterway.

Photo Credit: Robbe Clark DiPietro
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Frank Kestler Presented The Compass Award
Charlie Gano, Governance
In 1835, William A. Burt invented the solar compass. 
He was attempting to survey Northern Michigan and 
found a traditional magnetic compass to be unreliable 
due to the vast mineral deposits found in the area.  
His invention identified a “True North“ and made 
accurate surveys possible.  A fitting tribute is that one 
of Michigan’s largest inland lakes is named after him.

In 1998 there arose a need for a Burt Lake wide 
organization to deal with present and future threats 
to the quality of the watershed. The Burt Lake 
Preservation Association was formed.

The William Burt Compass Award was created to 
honor those who have given extraordinary service to 
the organization. It has only been awarded five times.

Frank Kestler is one of the founding members of 
the Burt Lake Preservation Association and his 
involvement with the organization over the last 20 
years has been pivotal to its success. 

Like the William Burt solar compass, he has given 
the organization a clear and precise direction to 
accomplish its mission.  He not only served as the 
organization’s President for many years but has also 
served on its Board of Directors since its inception. 

He extended his outreach to the Northern Michigan 
region at large by serving two terms as Treasurer of 
the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council. He has been 
unwavering in giving of his time and talents, creating 
a better environment for all of Northern Michigan, all 
while running a successful manufacturing business. 

The Board of Directors was honored to bestow on 
Frank Kestler this recognition that is so well deserved.  
He exemplifies the meaning of “True North”.   

Annual Meeting 
About 200 people enjoyed the 
annual meeting at the Indian 
River Golf Club.  Highlights 
were the presentation of the 
Compass Award to Frank 
Kestler and the presentation 
by charter captain Ken Clark 
on how to catch fish in Burt 
Lake. Lisa McCullay won 
the lottery for a free charter 
trip with Captain Ken who 
answered members’questions 
from the comfort of his 
mobile executive office.
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Sweeping The Sturgeon Clean

The BLPA has recently made a donation to The 
Sturgeon River Sweepers for equipment needed to 
clean the river. Their motto is “Some people adopt a 
highway, we adopted a river.” Their objective is to 
preserve and restore the Sturgeon River for the people 
using it, the sturgeon spawning in it and the benefit of 
the watershed.

In the past four years, they’ve conducted two river 
clean ups a year. This spring, two truck beds of debris 
were removed by fourteen volunteers in the Wolverine 
area. Now they’re planning to expand down to the 
Indian River and can use more help. If you’d like to 
volunteer, you’ll spend a very constructive day in a 
very beautiful river. 

Please contact Wendy Young 810-417-1641 or Mark 
Young  810-938-2676, 10020 Meyers Rd, Wolverine, 
MI 49799 to find out more. You can follow Sturgeon 
River Sweepers on Facebook for updates and future 
clean up dates.

Eight Secrets Fish Don’t Want  
You To Know

We’re very upset that charter boat captain Ken Clark 
revealed so much about us. Good thing we reproduce 
very well in nice clean Burt Lake.

1. We can’t see color so don’t worry about how pretty 
your lines and lures are.

2. We don’t like light. You’re better off when it’s 
overcast, the water’s rough or early or late in the day. 
Flat water and lots of sun are better for water skiing.

3. We really like night crawlers. If you keep them in 
water with ice they’ll live longer and won’t get your 
boat dirty.

4. Walleyes can only look upwards. Don’t waste time 
fishing below us; the bottom is over-rated.

5. If we swim into big nets because we can’t see them, 
what makes you think we can see your tiny little line?

6. The closer something is to our mouth the more 
important it is so your bait and hook count the most. 
All that other stuff you can invest in is secondary.

7. Your odds are best in the Fall when there’s no 
recently born prey for us.  Your odds are worst in the 
winter.

8. We eat twice a day. Sorry, there’s no published 
schedule for you to serve us.



PAGE 6

As we watch the colors of autumn change and deepen on 
the White Road hill, memories of June—which seems 
so distant!--begin to fade.  Early boat trips, Bug Camp, 
Author Quest and other adventures are now snapshots.  
Our minds now move to the approaching season in 
the North country, and its brilliance.  The deep scarlet, 
neon orange and aspen-yellow are contrasted with the 
deep green of the conifers.  Fields are full of small 
splotches of purple asters, yellow goldenrod and ruddy 
oak leaves.  Deer feast on fallen acorns in our yard, 
and dash off through the prairie area when they hear us 
move about.  

The last of the warblers are moving out for warmer 
climates, where food will be more plentiful.  Today, 
a Canada Warbler, a Black-throated Blue Warbler, 
and two species of vireos slowly move through the 
trees, gleaning insects from the leaves and branches.  
The silence is very different from spring, when the 
territorial calls resound through the woods.

To understand the natural world, it is just as important 
to use the senses of hearing, touch and smell as well as 
vision.  

In May and June, the air is filled with the calls of a 
multitude of avian species.  They are not “singing” 
for pleasure, they are instead defining the boundaries 
of their territory, or attracting a mate.  By July, the 
birdsong has greatly diminished.  Pewees, Red-eyed 
Vireos and Great-crested Flycatchers still call often, 
but most species are busy feeding young.  The baby 
birds are relatively defenseless, and parents do not want 
to draw attention to the nest location.  Alarm calls are 
occasionally heard, to warn others of a possible threat.  

Now and then, a young White-throated Sparrow or a 
Blue Jay will try out their voice.  By and large, the 
melodious tunes of songbirds are silent.  

Soon, insects will dominate the airwaves as Nighthawks, 
swifts and Whip-poor-wills hunt for dinner in the 
evening sky.  In a few months, the nighttime songs will 
be sung by owls and coyotes.

By late July, we most commonly hear the whiningof 
young Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, who would still love 
to be fed by Mom and Dad, even though they are 
capable of foraging on their own.  If they were human, 
they would be hanging on Mama’s leg, begging for a 
snack.  Some species’ young are trying out their voices, 
with sometimes laughable results. 

By mid-August, the time of gathering has commenced.  
Small bands of flickers and robins congregate on 
lawns and forest floors.  Gradually larger populations 
of grackles begin to fill the forest with sounds of 
fluttering wings and squawks. They are joined by silent 
bands of warblers.  In fields, now full of goldenrod, 
aster and brown grass, family groups of Chipping 
Sparrows, Vesper Sparrows and Bluebirds meet for 
their southward migration.

Summer found us once again enjoying our time with 
young people.  It was our last Bug Camp, and we will 
miss our time with “the kids” walking the trails of 
the Nature Center.  It has been so very enjoyable and 
rewarding, but it is time to move on to other challenges.

We never tire of the interest, curiosity and enthusiasm 
of youth, however.  Michael certainly found that to 
be true at Author Quest (a camp for young aspiring 
writers, where he serves as Mr. Mike, the Science Guy).  
During the two camps this summer, he spent six days 
teaching young people about the necessity of accuracy 
in writing, especially scientific accuracy.  This year, his 
focus was aquatic biology, since the camp was nestled 
into the hills of a northern lakeshore.  The young authors 
were fascinated by the “stuff” they netted from the lake.  
The various organisms were placed in large containers 
for observation—so many species!--from frogs to 
scuds (freshwater shrimp) dragonfly and damselfly 
nymphs, larvae, leeches, beetles and others.  Another 
example of the curiosity of youth was a daytrip, spent 
with four cousins, grandchildren of friends.  The day 

Up North  
By Michael and Peg Supernault

Photo Credit: Tom Prout
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began at the Nature Center, talking, looking touching 
and wondering and questioning.  The day continued to 
our basement, which contains Michael’s collection of 
rocks, fossils and other specimens.  After lunch in our 
screen room with lots of conversation, the group moved 
on to Seven Springs. Spending time with such great 
young people was wonderful! 

The third opportunity was working with a slightly 
older group.  Some University of Michigan students 
are studying the Sturgeon River, looking for optimal 
locations for sturgeon spawning.  Two locations were 
selected to explore, and Michael was lucky enough 
to accompany them.  It was a very enjoyable and 
educational morning observing the students measuring 
the river size and flow as they stood shoulder-deep in 
the cool stream. They also collected rock and gravel 
samples and did a temperature analysis.  Each of these 
factors is very important to a spawning sturgeon.  A 
hearty thank-you goes out to those on Rainbow Lane 
who photographed the sturgeon, and allowed the use of 
their property for this project.

There are many things we in the watershed can do as 
“Up North Citizen Scientists”.  Everything begins with 
communication.  Contribute your observations and 
concerns to the BLPA Facebook page and/or website.  
Let BLPA members know what you are seeing (and 
what you are not seeing!).  A perfect example of how 
this communication helps happened when a person 
notified a BLPA member of an algae bloom off W. 
Burt Lake Rd.  Not only did she send us photos, but 
she also collected samples that will be taken to the U 
of M Biological Station for testing and identification.   
Thank you, Concerned Citizen!

We all want to keep our lake and watershed healthy in 
this time of increased pressure on various ecosystems.  
Studies have shown critical decreases in species of 
birds and insects.  Having more information and data 
can be of great benefit to  those trying to alleviate 
these issues.  Please think about participating by 
sharing your observations and understandings.  (For 
more information concerning the population decrease 
in insects, read Buzz, Bite, Sting, by Anne Sverdrup-
Thygeson.)  One thought-provoking quote from the 
author is “Taking care of them [insects] is a form of 
life insurance for our children and grandchildren.”  
Another is from E.O. Wilson, “The truth is that we need 
invertebrates but they do not need us.”

We can help by using less (if any) insecticide or 
herbicide, leaving standing dead trees where possible, 
plant native species and have lesser amounts of sterile 
lawns.  Become aware of the “lesser” species and 
work to understand their importance (not only for 
their beauty or as pollinators) but their position in the 
food chain both as prey and predator, and their job 
as decomposers (some would call them the ultimate 
recyclers).  Understand how important they are in the 
survival of the ecosystem and also to our health and 
well-being.

As for the birds, research has shown a 25%  decrease 
in bird population since 1970.  Much of that loss is 
among common species, particularly those that choose 
fields and grasslands as preferred habitat.  The reasons 
for this decline is a combination of factors:  habitat 
loss, feral and free-roaming cats, windows, herbicides 
and pesticides, with “climate change an increasing 
problem”.   Could you help with any of these issues?

So this fall—participate in activities sponsored by 
Little Traverse Conservancy and Tip of the Mitt.  Enjoy 
the beauty of the autumn and the winter to come.  
Be more than an observer—be a participant—hike, 
ski, snowshoe, feed birds, keep a journal, share your 
observations on the BLPA webpage or Facebook page.  
Plan to help the Sturgeon River Sweepers with the 
clean-up of the Sturgeon River in spring.

Most of all—enjoy.  Live.  Be thankful for all the 
natural beauty our watershed has to offer.

Happy Winter!!

Photo Credit: Tom Prout
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Researching the Sturgeon River
David Steenstra
This summer, four U of M Bio-station interns engaged 
in another important research project for BLPA.  Julia 
David, Hannah DeHetre, Sharika Elahi, and Jacob 
Harrison began the project this past Summer.  They 
were asked to evaluate natural Sturgeon spawning sites 
in the Sturgeon River.  In July, they literally got into 
the river and began some “hands-on” research.  Even 
though it was July, the river is still very cold.  But they 
didn’t even bat an eye at the cold temperature.

Their research culminated in an outstanding presentation 
to the BLPA board on August 10.  The four interns 
entitled their presentation “Sustainable Sturgeon Action 
Plan.  The students also evaluated the Black River and 
used that information as a comparison to determine if 
the Sturgeon River habitat could be a suitable natural 
spawning ground for Lake Sturgeon. Their findings do 
support the assertion that the Sturgeon River does have 
a number of natural spawning sites.  In fact, 14 sites 
were identified.  Natal homing research has also found 
that the smell of the stream is part of why the fish go to 
certain streams to spawn.

Sturgeon spawning needs include the following ideal 
conditions: substrate of coarse gravel or cobble, spring 
water temperature of 10 – 20 degrees Celsius, spring 
water velocity of 0.5 – 1.3 meters / second.

The students also stated that that July data does skew 
the ideal conditions because of the time of year. There 
were (3) sites that were identified as “primary” and 
could be considered “ideal” for natural reproduction.  

More cobble, please
The students provided recommendations to enhance 
those sites. A clean substrate is critical, limestone 
cobble should be added.  

A copy of their presentation is available on our web site; 
www.blpa.org.  A special thanks to Corey Sitkowski, 
Gary and Charlene Fisher, and Larry Janness.  They all 
spotted Sturgeon in the Sturgeon River and notified us 
for follow-up.  Also, a special thanks to Professors Paul 
Moore and Chris West at the UMBS. 

Bill Kanine and Josie Eunice model cashmere sturgeon 
hats made by Linda Roberts. Proceeds from the sale 
of the hats were donated to the Sturgeon Club. That’s 
$500 of hat money that can buy a lot of new cobble.
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Fishing Tournament Survey
David Steenstra and Jackie Russo, Board Member

We mailed out 1,725 surveys asking for your input 
about fishing tournaments on Burt Lake.  We had 
received a number of complaints, and thought it was 
important to give all stakeholders an opportunity to 
provide comment.  Thank you to 429 of you who took 
the time to fill out and return the survey.  Here is a short 
summary:

1.  Do you own property or care for property on Burt 
Lake?   Yes 380  No 47  Unknown 2

2.  Have you had tournament anglers in front of your 
property in the past two years?  Yes 273  No 126

3.  Was there communication exchange between you 
and the anglers?  Yes 48  No 260

4.  Please describe this exchange.  48 comments

5.  Please provide any other input that would help BLPA 
consider taking actions regarding Bass. Tournaments 
and Bass Fishing in general.  199 comments

(The complete list of comments is available at www.
blpa.org.)

6.  Are you in favor of BLPA taking a position regarding 
Fishing Tournaments?   Yes  258  No  89

7.  If your input is favorable, we may not take any 
further actions.  If your input is not favorable, it is  
likely BLPA will consider taking the next step which 
may include various actions, yet to be determined.  
Would you be supportive if BLPA takes action that 
balance the rights of anglers and property owners?   Yes  
254  No  49

8.   OPTIONAL. Your name and address: 
Signed 196  Unsigned 219

If there was ever an appropriate and serious time to 
use the expression “Not in my backyard”, it’s this one.  
If you live on a shoreline with rocks, this is a serious 
issue. If you live by a sandy drop off, it’s not such a big 
deal. Bass spawn in the springtime, in shallow water, 
on the rocks.  The bass tournaments are scheduled to 
leverage the spawning season.  Fishermen float along 
the shoreline and attempt to catch the Bass while they 
are guarding their beds.  Most of this occurs right next 
to your docks or inside your swim areas. 

The current law and regulations say there are no 100 
foot setback rules.  The fishermen can come within an 

inch of your dock if they are using their trolling motors.  
(This is different than the 100 foot “No wake” rule.) 
They can also use any verbiage to communicate with 
you - - freedom of speech, according to the Sheriff. 

While over half of the respondents are in favor of the 
BLPA taking action, our options are limited. We have 
spoken with the DNR, the Cheboygan County Sheriff, 
and the tournament organizers.  We will continue to do 
so and follow up in a responsible manner. Thanks again 
for your input.

The Sturgeon Club
David Steenstra

On May 18, Corey Sitkowski was visiting his in-laws, 
Gary and Charlene Fisher at the family retreat on the 
Sturgeon River.  A large female Sturgeon and two 
smaller male Sturgeon graced their view of the river, 
looking for a place to spawn.  The Sturgeon “hung out” 
for a while.  While we do not know if their spawning 
effort was a success, Gary Fisher told us that he saw 
a bunch of small minnows a couple weeks later in 
the same spot.  We are hopeful they were successful, 
and may now have another phase of research to do 
in future years.  A special thanks to the Fisher family 
and Corey Sitkowski for sharing their retreat and this 
special moment with us.  Thanks to BLPA director Jane 
McGinnis for the photo.
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Bair property dedication

Burt Lake Trail Progress
Gene Hodulik, Trail Chairman
Construction started in September on Phase II of the 
trail from Hogsback Road to East Burt Lake Road, 
going 1.83 miles paralleling Riggsville Road. This 
will be a ten foot wide paved path, made possible by 
an easement from The University of Michigan, funded 
entirely by grants from MDOT and the Michigan DNR’s 
recreational trust fund and a match of local donations.  
The project is scheduled for completion by November 
1, although paving may need to wait until next spring. 
It will connect with Phase III planned for 2020/21, a 
continuation within U of M land, and connect with East 
Burt Lake Road (Phase IV, Birchwood intersection to 
Hoppies),with paved shoulders, which is planned to be 
constructed next summer.

On August 27, 2019 a dedication photo was taken 
of the signage of the Bair property gifted to Little 
Traverse Conservancy (LTC) by the Bair family. This 
was a cooperative effort between the Bair family with 
Burt Lake preservation Association (BLPA) to LTC for 
keeping this river access property in trust for public 
use. The property located on the Sturgeon River is an 
ideal spot for access and field studies for students due 
to it closeness to Indian River. Mike Supernault, BLPA 
Environment and Land Use Committee Chairperson 
will be working with LTC on potential programs that 
could be used at this site and access options. It is 
programs of gifting by BLPA members such as this 
that helps expand land in trust for public use. BLPA 
has been involved in 3 other gifting or purchase of LTC 
property locations on Burt Lake or its watershed.

Pictured (left to right) 
Jim Burke – BLPA President 
Mike Supernault – Chairman of BLPA Environment  
and Land Use Committee 
Kieran Fleming – CEO of Little Traverse Conservancy

The Straight Poop On Sewers
Continued from page 1

other contaminants in Mullett Lake is coming from 
the Indian River.

In the end, when we boil away all the nonsense, 
the decision to support a sanitary wastewater 
system in Indian River becomes very personal. 
It’s predicated on two issues: Cost, and the desire 
to pay it forward for future generations. All other 
issues are secondary.

Early this Spring Gina found a Maple seedling 
while preparing the garden for summer.

I planted it in the yard. For future generations.
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Isn’t it interesting that two locations near the North and South ends of the Burt Lake watershed, 
Vanderbilt and Pellston, are just 36 miles apart but have very different accumulated precipitation 
levels in this year’s charts. Source: the  National Weather Service: nowdata.rcc-acis.org/apx/

Rain and Snow Report

Welcome New Members
Andreae, Wayne & Dede -
 West Bloomfield

Baer, Roger & Carole -
 Highlands Ranch, CO

Bartel, Jeff & Ann - Elgin, IL

Blaesser, Kevin & Autumn - Saginaw

Blight, Matt & Sandy - Bancroft

Bunce, Jack & Suzanne - Indian River

Campbell, Stacey & Tom - Midland

Coy, Carrie - Petoskey

Dietrich, Andy - Oxford,

Donnelly, Michael & Karen - 
 Harbor Springs

Drushel, Bill & Marsha - Brutus

Duncan, Jim - Alanson

Dymek, Dan & Mary - Bay City

Ebbers, Anne & Adam Bibler -
 Alexandria, VA

Ebling, Steve & Dianne - Fishers, IN

Farley, Samantha - Indian River

Groudis, Katie - West Bloomfield

Henderson, Judee & Jon – Tuscon, AZ

Hoppe, Kieley-Ann Arbor

Hoppe, Dane-Minneapolis, MN

Hramiec Hoffman Gallery -
 Harbor Springs

Hull, Larry & Patty - Indian River

Ivinskas, Bob & Ann - Westerville, OH

Ivinskas-Odle, Gail & Larry Odle -  
 Peoria, AZ

Jones, Marty & Ellen - Mullett Lake

Keskitalo, Ken & Karen - Brighton

Klingler, Fritz & JoJo - Troy

Kraemer, Bruce - Treasure Island, FL

Leinonen, Timothy & Michelle -
 Indian River 

Losh, Vicki - Indian River

Malott, Matt & Anne – Flint

McAdam, Tony & Lori – Plainwell

McClutchey, Kathy - Indian River

McDowell, Jill - Indian River

Michon, Ron & Sue - Clinton Twp.

Mousseau, Pat & Julie - Wolverine

Murphy, Jim - Hemlock

Olson, Kris - Indian River

Parachini, Nancy & Jan DiVincenzo - 
 Alexandria, VA

Parlake, LLC -
 Mike Crawford - Indian River

Parmentar, Susan - Vermilion, OH

Parrott, Ryan & Laura – Whitmore Lake

Perla, Donna - Arlington, VA

Pierpont, Eric & Julie - Brutus

Rowell, Daniel & Jennifer –  
 Pickerington, OH

Siders, Abigail & 
 Dr. Taha Hussain Siders - Foxpoint, WI

Sitkowski, Corey - Kawkawlin

Snyder, Sherrie & Robert - Shelby Twp.

Steele, Jenni & Jon - Hemlock

Sweet, David & Jane - Milan

Terris, Ed and Pam - East Lansing

Vieau's Tree Service -
 Josh Vieau - Indian River

Walker, Paul & Susanne - Marshall

Wimer, Marty & Cindy - Indian River

Wojan, Walter - Alanson

Wolford, Dale & Tina - Indian River

Young, Mark & Wendy - Wolverine
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BLPA Board of Directors 
meetings are normally the 

second Saturday of the month 
 at 8:30, Tuscarora Township 

Hall, Indian River.

The deadline for the next 
newsletter is JANUARY 1, 2020. 

Contact editor John Roberts 
 with suggestions: 

darbyburt@icloud.com 

Visit www.blpa.org or 
facebook.com/burt 
lake preservation 

association.

INSIDE:
Compass Award
Bair Property
Sturgeon Research
Annual Meeting
Water Levels
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